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JOURNAL FOCUS 

IKENGA Journal of African Studies is dedicated to the critical study of the fortunes of 
the black man down the centuries, and of his contemporary problems and dilemmas. 
Its interest covers the entire spectrum of African Studies. IKENGA, after which the 
journal has been named, is a cult object of the Igbo-speaking peoples to which 
traditionally is attributed success or good fortune in the professions or in life 
generally. It is also closely associated with the right arm with which a man hacks his 
way through life. IKENGA could, therefore, be briefly described as the Igbo god of 
achievement. The journal is not committed to preaching any particular gospel but 
accommodates all views relevant to the fortune of the black man on the basis of 
objective study and analysis of issues, whether historical or contemporary. Opinions 
expressed in the articles that IKENGA carries are entirely those of the authors. 

 

MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION AND SUBMISSION PROCESS 

1. Manuscripts (including technical reports, book reviews and references) must be 
1.5 line spaced, 12-point font and Times New Roman or Arial. All manuscripts 
must be in Microsoft Word (PDF files are not accepted).  

2. Authors must submit a title page file, including the abstract (not more than 
200 words), institutional affiliation(s), email address and a short biography (not 
more than 400 letter words). 

3. Authors should submit a separate file of all the charts, tables and figures. They 
should be numbered serially and indicated in the text where they appeared. 
Where photographs are used, we encourage the authors to reduce the colour 
images to avoid extra cost being added to the 
author(s). 

4. The journal insists on the use of APA referencing style. The APA referencing 
style is an “author-date style”, which denotes that the author’s last name and 
the year of publication for the source should appear in the text, for instance, 
(Woods, 2019), while the complete reference (alphabetically by name of first 
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author) for each source must also appear in the reference list at the end of the 
paper. 

5. The journal accepts manuscripts submitted electronically through online 
process or e-mail. Visit the journal site: http://ikengajournal.com.ng/home. If 
you have not submitted a paper to the journal online process before, then, you 
will need to create an account by clicking on REGISTER. After registration, 
login and follow the instruction to upload your manuscript. Or submit via: 
ikengajournal@unn.edu.ng or john.nwaogaidu@unn.edu.ng. 

Internet access: IKENGA journal is published by the University of Nigeria Press, which 
can be found at: http://ikengajournal.com.ng/home. For further information 
contact: ikengajournal@unn.edu.ng or john.nwaogaidu@unn.edu.ng 

Publication ethics 
Publisher and editors of IKENGA shall take reasonable steps to identify and prevent the 
publication of papers where research misconduct (plagiarism, double submission/ 
publication, fraudulent publication, conflict of interest, use of exclusive language – 
sexist, racist, homophobic, among others) has occurred. The journal does not 
encourage any publication misconduct, or knowingly permit or ignore such misconduct 
to take place. However, where any misconduct has occurred, which is not a deliberate 
action of the editors and/or author(s), retraction or correction, clarifications and 
apologies will be published in the next edition following the detection of the error(s). 
Before any research article is published, authors must do the followings: 

 Declare that the manuscript has not been submitted or published elsewhere. 
 Declare any conflict of interest.  
 Ensure that all co-authors merit criteria for authorship and ensure appropriate 

acknowledgements made in the manuscript. 
 Include appropriate funding statements in the manuscript. 
 Submission of ethical clearance (ensuring research using animals is conducted 

responsibly). 
 Inform the journal Editor of any content or timeline changes made in the 

research before publication by the journal; 
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 Advise and report to the Editor of the IKENGA journal through the email 
(ikengajournal@unn.edu.ng) immediately any complaints or changes in the 
content or conduct of the research take place in the course of the approval 
period that may warrant a review of the ethical clearance. 

All research articles MUST also comply with section 5.4, sub-sections 1-5 of the extant 
ethical policy paper of the University of Nigeria Nsukka (Read our Research Publishing 
Ethics Guidelines: http://ikengajournal.com.ng/pethics.php) 

These guidelines outline the publishing ethics responsibilities of University of Nigeria 
Nsukka, authors, peer reviewers and editors. 

Please note that failure to comply with any of these conditions, especially with this 
clearance and the University’s strict adherence with research ethics on intellectual 
property and publication rights, may lead to the charge of non-ethical compliance 
with the ethical policy of University of Nigeria Nsukka 
(http://ikengajournal.com.ng/pethics.php). 

Ownership and management 
IKENGA: Journal of African Studies is the journal of the Institute of African Studies, 
University of Nigeria Nsukka, published by the University of Nigeria Press since 1972. 

Publishing schedule 
The journal is published quarterly, and may publish a special edition on critical and 
topical issues that may have immediate impact on policy. 
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