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Abstract 
This paper seeks to establish a theoretical and empirical linkage between insurgency 
and natural resource extraction in Nigeria. It notes that owing to the weakness of the 
Nigerian state and the lack of political will to address the underlying causes of the 
insurgency in the country, armed insurgents have taken control of many of the 
country’s extractive processes. This results in massive resource theft and creates an 
allure for the spread of theatres of insurgency across the country. This has partly been 
responsible for Nigeria’s abysmal oil production per day and earnings from oil, despite 
the country's increased production quota by OPEC due to the ongoing Russia-Ukraine 
war. Dwelling on the frustration-aggression and relative deprivation theories, the 
paper concludes that ungoverned artisanal resource extraction remains a source of 
insecurity in Nigeria and recommends, among others, that the Nigerian state should 
develop the political will to address insurgency and its drivers in the country.  
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Introduction 
The practice of federalism in Nigeria has 
become problematic over the years such 
that the ideal of unity in diversity is fast 
becoming a mirage in the country. One of 
the recent problems of federalism in 
Nigeria is insurgency by armed non-state 
actors. The activities of the insurgent 
groups have opened the fault lines in 
Nigerian society in ways that question 
the commitment of the Nigerian state to 
the ideals of federalism. The Nigerian 
government has shown a sign of a lack of 
political will to deal decisively with those 
involved in insurgency (Allen, 2012). 
Today, the insurgency has progressively 
rendered Nigeria an unsafe destination 
for foreign investors and a theatre of fear 
and danger for its citizens. It has earned 
Nigeria names such as a failed and failing 
state (Awortu, 2015). By virtue of her 
huge resource endowment, Nigeria is 
expected to galvanize these natural 
resources to enhance the socio-economic 
development of the country (Ojakorotu 
et. al., 2018). However, the reverse has 
been the case in Nigeria as the extraction 
of natural resources has hardly translated 
into the well-being of Nigerian citizens. It 
might have been the reason why some 
scholars conclude that Nigeria‟s massive 
endowment of natural resources is a 

curse and not a blessing (Adebowale, 
2021). 

Apart from the fact that these huge 
resources do not positively contribute to 
the well-being of Nigerians, they have 
partly been responsible for militancy and 
insurgency, especially in resource-host 
communities. Nigeria is one of the 
countries with huge natural resources 
that suffer from an unending insecurity 
problem caused by insurgents (Akinyetun, 
2016). The insecurity problem in Nigeria 
seems to be deeply rooted in an 
authorized conspiracy that runs from the 
highest office in the nation and trickles 
down to different organs and agencies of 
the government, which has assumed a 
normal way of life and money-making 
venture for negotiators in government 
offices and insurgents. The fact that the 
Nigerian government maintains certain 
agents to negotiate on its behalf with 
insurgents over the freedom of abducted 
citizens is not only a sign of weakness to 
act decisively, but the cause of the surge 
of insurgents. This might have made 
Abolurin (2012) conclude that the more 
the government are paying for ransom, 
the greater the surge of insurgents in 
Nigeria. 

In addition to the abduction of Nigerians, 
insurgents also receive ransom for 
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threatening to damage or loot the 
country‟s natural resources (Adebowale, 
2021). It is a fact that insurgents are 
currently being paid and begged not to 
occupy communities with natural 
resources and those communities that 
refused to accede to their demand are 
occupied and their members displaced 
(Adedoyin, 2013). This has partly 
contributed to the reasons why some 
communities are a theatre of war and a 
source of insecurity that threatens the 
country‟s national security architecture. 
Today, Nigeria and its government are 
more afraid to brand insurgents, who 
have killed many of their citizens and 
destroyed natural resources, but very 
quick to brand freedom fighters who are 
engaged in peaceful protests as terrorists 
(Omodunbi, Adeyeye, & Ige, 2021). The 
Nigerian state is indeed a paradox and 
oxymoron for anything ignoble and 
bizarre. It is imperative to note that 
Nigeria is fast becoming a dangerous 
destination due to the growing and 
deepening contradictions of insecurity 
and if not properly addressed, might lead 
to the disintegration of the country 
(Adebowale, 2021). 

Nearly all the geopolitical zones of 
Nigeria are affected by the activities of 
insurgents. Despite the promises of 

Buhari‟s administration to eradicate the 
menace, insurgency persists. None of the 
regions has been peaceful and free of the 
onslaught of insurgents. Before Buhari‟s 
administration, insurgency, especially by 
the Boko-Haram group, was mainly 
limited to the Northeast, but today, under 
this current administration, it has spread 
to other regions (Odje, 2016). The entire 
Middle Belt region in North-Central is 
currently in a severe insecurity crisis 
because of the incessant and seemingly 
unending menace of killer herdsmen. In 
Southern Nigeria, especially in Oyo, Ondo, 
Enugu, Ebonyi and other southern states, 
the killings and maiming have been 
documented and very pronounced. North-
West states such as Kaduna, Kastina, and 
a few others have continually been 
attacked by these insurgents. Recently, 
the president‟s security advance team 
convoy was attacked in Kastina. All of 
these scenarios have been blamed on the 
president‟s lack of political will to 
frontally confront and bring them to 
justice (Ogbonna & Ebimobowei, 2012) 

The implications of the surge in 
insurgency especially in the areas of 
threats to lives, property, the public 
image of the country, foreign direct 
investment, national security, and state 
institutions have been well-articulated 
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and documented. Results showed that 
insurgency has led to the death of many 
Nigerians, stealing, looting, and 
destruction of property such as farmlands 
and plantations and houses. This is 
costing Nigeria its reputation in the 
comity of nations as foreign nationals are 
regularly warned of the potential and 
imminent danger in many states of the 
federation. On the economic front, the 
crisis is stifling Nigeria‟s drive for Foreign 
Direct Investment with the consequence 
of poor economic performance. The 
country‟s national security has been 
compromised by a conspiracy between 
security forces and insurgents (Nyembo & 
Lees, 2020). Besides, it has led to the 
bombardment of police stations, prisons, 
army barracks, and other government 
institutions. All of these occurrences and 
insecurity issues adequately justified the 
description of Nigeria as a failed or 
failing state. In addition, the occupation 
of sites for the extraction of resources by 
insurgents is another worrisome 
insecurity problem that is hardly 
examined. Some parts of Northern 
Nigeria, where gold is mined, are hotbeds 
of insurgents and environmental crises 
(Ojakorotu & Olajide, 2021).  

The crisis has led to the forceful 
occupation of some of these resource-

endowed communities by insurgents. In 
these communities, citizens forcefully pay 
allegiance to insurgents instead of the 
Nigerian government. In some severe 
instances, Nigeria‟s resources are under 
the control of these insurgents; they 
determine the extraction of natural 
resources and control finances from the 
sale of the resources (Adebowale, 2021). 
Unlike Northern Nigeria, the activities of 
insurgents otherwise known as militants 
have largely been in the forms of damage 
to oil pipelines, oil theft, and abduction 
of oil expatriates and government 
officials, among others. All of these 
negative actions of insurgents not only 
create tension, fear, and danger but also 
adversely affect Nigeria‟s crude oil 
production capacity (Allen, 2012). If this 
trend continues, Nigeria may find it very 
difficult to finance its capital projects 
and other important financial obligations 
as its major revenue come from crude oil. 
This, therefore, brings to the fore the 
importance of this article, which aims to 
interrogate theoretical and empirical 
linkages between insurgency and 
resource extraction in Nigeria. This poses 
the question, what are the drivers of 
insurgency and the increasing profile of 
insurgents in Nigeria? To what extent has 
the surge of insurgents undermined the 
extraction of natural resources in 
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Nigeria? Following the introduction, the 
second section discusses the inherent 
problem associated with the surge of 
insurgents and its implications for natural 
resources in Nigeria. This is followed by 
conceptual reviews and theoretical 
framework sections. Drivers of the surge 
of insurgents and the implications of 
their activities on the extraction of 
natural resources were discussed before 
the conclusion. 

Problematizing the surge of insurgents 
and implications for extraction of 
resources in Nigeria 
Despite the influence and might of 
Nigeria in the ceasefire monitoring group, 
the Economic Community of West African 
States Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) in 
West Africa, Nigeria still suffers from the 
activities of insurgents (Allen, 2012). 
Today, Nigeria is losing its armies to the 
onslaught of insurgents mainly because 
the Nigerian government under the 
current administration seems to lack the 
will to end the insurgency. The inability 
of the government to punish officers that 
are acting as a clog in the wheel to 
decimate insurgents partly contributes to 
the rising trend of the menace. This 
situation makes the security situation in 
the country more complex and questions 
the ability of the Nigerian authorities to 

address it. There have also been 
insinuations that the Buhari 
Administration is bogged down by 
primordial forces and interests in 
prosecuting the necessary counter-
insurgency response (Onime, 2018; 
Aderoju, 2018; Ewetan &Urhie, 2014). 

This inordinate sentiment has remained 
the bane of Nigeria‟s insecurity problem 
(Onuoha, 2020). Nigeria‟s federalism is 
expected to promote unity in diversity, 
but today, the country is more divided 
due to the onslaught of insurgents (Abbas 
& Wakili, 2018; Adeogun, 2017; Idemba, 
2019). Their activities cut across all six 
geopolitical regions and have rendered 
Nigeria a largely unsafe and dangerous 
destination for investment (Onuoha, 
2020). The lack of confidence in the 
security situation in Nigeria has scared 
many foreign investors to invest in the 
country and has partly soiled bilateral 
and multilateral diplomatic relations 
between Nigeria and other countries 
(Abbas & Wakili, 2018; Agunyai & 
Ojakorotu, 2021; Idemba, 2019). This is 
because no country wants to release its 
citizens to represent her in bilateral 
diplomatic talks in conflicting countries, 
where human beings are killed daily due 
to attacks from insurgents (Onuoha, 
2020) 
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Despite measures put into place to tackle 
the crisis of insurgents and insecurity in 
Nigeria, the menace has thrived 
progressively in the country (Agunyai & 
Ojakorotu, 2021; Onuoha, 2020). 
Insurgents have remained highly 
determined in their quest to occupy the 
Nigerian state (Abdullahi, 2019). It is fact 
that some communities in part of Nigeria 
are currently under the control of 
insurgents. The persistent nature of the 
activities of insurgents across Nigeria is 
worrisome because Nigeria is erroneously 
referred to as the giant of Africa 
(Obiekwe, 2018) and one of the leading 
economies in Africa (Agunyai & 
Ojakorotu, 2022). The activities of 
insurgents against the Nigerian state 
have been well documented (Abbas 
&Wakili, 2018; Idemba, 2019; Shehu, 
2021; Ugwueze et al., 2022). Evidence 
shows that they are engaged in 
kidnapping to force the government to 
address their demand they also engaged 
in an act of terrorism (Abbas & Wakili, 
2018). The recent attacks on the Kuje 
correctional facilities, Zuma Rock army 
checkpoint, and selected choice areas in 
Nigeria‟s capital aptly affirmed the fact 
that attacks on state institutions and 
property are one of the ways insurgents 
operate. The militant attacks on oil 
installations in the Niger Delta region by 

aggrieved insurgents have had adverse 
implications for the extraction of natural 
resources. It has led to oil theft, damage 
to oil pipelines, and a reduction in crude 
oil production, among others. It was 
partly one of the reasons why Nigeria is 
currently broke despite an increase in the 
crude oil production quota given to 
Nigeria. 

Similarly, artisanal gold mining in places 
like Zamfara and Niger states has 
negative effects on the economy, health, 
and environment. This is consistent with 
the findings that investors are fleeing the 
mining sector as bandits or insurgents 
infiltrate mining sites (Oluwagbemi, 
2017). One other negative impact of 
insurgents is that it has led to a 
temporary or permanent stoppage in the 
extraction of natural resources. The 
criminal activities of insurgents in the 
mining sector have led to the stoppage of 
gold mining in Zamfara State; the 
stoppage in the mining of Lead-Zinc in 
Taraba State; the reduction of mining 
activities in Southern Kaduna due to 
incessant kidnappings in the area, and 
the small-scale mining in Igangan, Oyo 
state, infiltrated by herdsmen 
(Oluwagbemi, 2017). A similar experience 
has been witnessed in Ifewara, Osun 
state, where insurgents invaded the 
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community, kidnapped two Chinese and 
shot two private guards (Oluwagbemi, 
2017). 

Theoretical discourse on the drivers of 
insurgency in Nigeria 

Frustration-aggression theory 
This study considers the frustration-
aggression (F – A) theory. This theory was 
enhanced by John Dollard and his 
colleagues in 1939 from Yale University. 
It was however modified by scholars such 
as Karl Menninger and J.P Seward. The 
theory assumes that frustration always 
births aggressive behaviours. Frustration 
according to these proponents is defined 
as „an interference with the occurrence of 
an instigated-goal response at its proper 
time in behaviour sequence‟ (Davitz, 
1952, p. 309). When interference or 
barrier to attaining a goal is continuously 
experienced, an extra amount of energy is 
mobilized which tends to overflow into a 
generalized negative behaviour (Dollard 
et al., 1980). 

The theory posits that individuals tend to 
be more aggressive when perpetually 
obstructed from achieving their 
objectives; but when gradually allowed to 
attain these objectives, individuals tend 
to be less aggressive. Hence, as long as 
there is an obstruction to the 

achievement of goals of individuals, they 
continue to exhibit aggressive behaviors 
at the perceived object of obstruction. 
While it is true that frustrated individuals 
may become aggressive towards 
whatever system impeding the 
attainment of their goals, there is also a 
possibility of individuals expressing 
aggressive behaviours as a strategy to 
prevent efforts that may disturb the 
attainment of their expected goals (Miller 
& Spoolman, 2011). On some other 
occasions, individuals also tend to be 
aggressive towards a system, having 
borne a preconceived notion that their 
aggressive behaviours will fetch them the 
benefits they expect (Berkowitz, 1989). It 
may be deduced from the Frustration-
Aggression theory that individuals who 
have perceived that they have been 
hindered from getting a particular goal 
become frustrated and react aggressively 
to the perceived obstacle. This submission 
is more or less common sense (Dennen, 
2005). 

This theory, adequately explains the surge 
of militants or insurgents in Nigeria since 
insurgency is the fight by a group of 
persons against the government in a bid 
to achieve a certain goal, which is usually 
to make government attend to problems 
affecting these groups of persons. Thus, 
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militants or insurgents as the case may 
be in Nigeria are a group of aggrieved 
individuals, who feel cheated and 
angered by the way the Nigerian state 
and its elites are milking natural 
resources from their communities, with 
nothing to show for the development of 
their communities. Marginalization of 
host communities from where the 
country‟s natural resources are extracted, 
especially when there is a wide gap 
between monies made from these 
resources and the level of development of 
host communities, aggravates tendencies 
of insurgency. It has partly been 
responsible for the surge of insurgents in 
Nigeria and its major implications have 
always been an incessant crisis, unrest, 
protests, abduction, killings, and damage 
to installations of these resources, among 
others (Onuoha, 2020; Oluwagbemi, 
2017; Ugwueze et al 2022).   

Relative deprivation theory 
Relative deprivation was coined by 
Stouffer and his colleagues during their 
World War II research on the US Army in 
their book titled The American Soldiers 
(Peng et al., 2016; Smith & Pettigrew, 
2012). The term was used by the 
researchers to mean that subjective 
feelings by groups or individuals on their 
socio-political status are not a reflection 

of their objective status. Peng et al. 
(2016) noted that Merton and Kitt 
introduced the concept of reference 
group into the relative deprivation theory. 
It is this reference group that individuals 
or groups used to assess their situation 
and modify their behaviour (Samuelson 
and Nordhaus, 2004). Deprivation and 
marginalization are potential sources of 
the incessant onslaught of insurgents in 
Nigeria. Today, insurgents are on the 
increase because a majority of them feel 
that the administration of President 
Buhari has deprived them of certain 
opportunities like jobs, access to basic 
social amenities, and good governance, 
among others. This deprivation has 
pushed some of these groups into an 
insurgency, which in the long run has 
rendered Nigeria largely unsafe. A good 
example that explains this is the case of 
oil-producing communities in Ogoni that 
seek a clean environment and vibrant 
local indigenous economy; militants from 
these communities have carried out a 
series of attacks in a bid to get 
government attention to address the 
problem of environmental degradation 
and unclean environment. These 
incessant attacks have led to the 
untimely death of people, destruction of 
oil pipelines, abduction for ransom, rape, 
low production of crude oil, and low 
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revenue by the Nigerian state (Agena, 
2007; Aigbedion & Iyayi, 2007).  

Smith and Pettigrew (2015) also defined 
relative deprivation as the judgement 
that provokes a feeling that a certain 
group of people are disadvantaged 
compared to others and such judgement 
triggers anger, resentment, and 
entitlement. Evidence has shown that 
despite huge deposits of natural 
resources such as gold, bitumen, crude 
oil, and gas in some communities in 
Nigeria, these communities are highly 
underdeveloped due to activities of 
extraction of resources from the earth 
that has degraded their environment and 
the incessant crisis of criminal insurgents, 
who came to loot or steal resources 
through artisanal extraction (Agunyai et 
al., 2022), insecurity, among others 
(Amnesty International, 2011, 2013, 
2016). The theory thrives when deprived 
groups compare their conditions with the 
others (Webber, 2007); thus, using their 
objective status to determine their 
subjective evaluations.  

Relative deprivation can be deployed to 
explain why people do not protest despite 
obvious inequalities, and why people 
protest despite their being objectively 
advantaged (Smith & Pettigrew, 2012). 
Smith and Pettigrew (2012) noted that 

political protest, attempts to change the 
social system through social movements, 
petitions, riots, and socio-political 
sabotaging are popular actions taken by 
relatively deprived groups – as is the case 
with the surge of insurgents in Nigeria. 

The review of the two theories aptly 
aligns with and explains the surge of 
insurgents in Nigeria. Frustration and 
deprivation provoke negative reactions 
from a certain group of people. In 
Nigeria, a certain group of people who 
are frustrated by the bad governance of 
this current administration, especially by 
its inability to eradicate poverty, hunger, 
and malnutrition, and create jobs, have 
resorted to banditry and insurgency as a 
means of survival. This partly could 
account for the reason why kidnapping 
for ransom cuts across the six geo-
political regions of Nigeria. People are 
frustrated with the fact that all the 
promises made by the ruling government 
and party, All Progressive Congress (APC), 
have not been accomplished, thus 
worsening their situations. It is a fact 
that most of these insurgents who are 
currently terrorizing Nigeria were hired 
from neighbouring African countries by 
some politicians during the 2015 general 
election. After the election, these 
insurgents were left to wander the 
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country with sophisticated ammunitions 
given to them by some Nigerian 
politicians. They were abandoned by their 
recruiters, with no tangible benefits; 
these mercenaries having been frustrated 
by these politicians resorted to 
insurgency for survival. Today, Nigerians 
are more afraid of these criminal 
insurgents than the Nigerian security 
forces and insurgency has become a 
highly lucrative venture for criminals.      

Causes of the upsurge of insurgents and 
implications on the extraction of natural 
resources in Nigeria 
In addition to factors such as frustration 
and deprivation, governance failure in 
terms of poor service delivery, poverty, 
unemployment, and corruption by 
politicians in government have provoked 
the increase of the insurgency in Nigeria. 
According to a World Bank report 
captured in the Niger Delta Development 
Commission (NDDC) (2008), which 
revealed that Niger Delta remains one of 
the poorest parts of the world, about 
70% of Niger Delta people live below the 
poverty line which is above African 
Standard, and this accounts for the rise in 
militancy in this region (Akpan, 2010; 
Oromareghake, Arisi, & Igho, 2013). The 
predominance of militants and their 
criminal attacks drastically affect the 

extraction of natural resources by the 
Nigerian state. The constant violent 
struggle and violence between armed 
insurgents and formal state security have 
negatively affected Nigeria‟s capacity to 
extract resources. This has implications 
for low revenue generation from its 
natural resources (Terwase, Abdul-Talib, 
Zengeni, &Terwase, 2015; Yerima, 
Ibrahim, Terwase, & Abdul-Talib, 2016). 

Studies such as Zaidi (2010), National 
Bureau of Statistics (2012), Ayegba 
(2015) and Suleiman and Karim (2015) 
have established how unemployment and 
persistent poverty escalate insurgency. 
These scholars assert that a reduction in 
poverty and improvement in the socio-
economic life of the citizenry, especially 
the youths, could sharply reduce 
insurgency. This might have made 
Agunyai and Ojakortu (2021) conclude 
that governance failure in terms of the 
inability to deliver good service, eradicate 
poverty, and create jobs is one of the 
leading causes of frequent militant 
attacks in the Niger Delta region. 
However, scholars such as Krueger and 
Maleckova (2002), Agbiboa (2013), and 
Jacob and Akpan (2015) rejected the 
notion and finding that poverty is the 
root cause of the insurgency. According 
to them, poverty no doubt is a scourge 
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that needs to be eradicated due to the 
socio-economic debate in the human 
needs theory echoed in the frustration-

aggression theory. Insurgency is 
sometimes caused by greediness and 
contagious effect.  

 
Figure 1: Nigerian unemployment rate 

 
Source: National Bureau of Statistics 

 

Evidence from Figure 1 above shows that 
since 2015, when this current 
administration ascends to power, the 
unemployment rate has continually 
increased. Thus, the large number of 
unemployed people is likely the reason 
for the increasing rate of insurgents in 
Nigeria. This is consistent with the 
submission of  Abdullahi (2019), and 
Ugwueze et al. (2022) that 

unemployment and poverty are signs of 
governance failure that have largely 
contributed to the insurgency in the 
country. For instance, before 2015, 
criminal insurgency, especially from the 
Boko-Haram extraction, is limited to 
three states (Borno, Yobe, and Adamawa) 
in the Northeast, with few attacks in 
some states in the North-West 
(Abdullahi, 2019). However, considering 
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the hardships and governance failure 
associated with this administration, 
insurgents‟ activities and onslaught have 
been experienced in almost all the states 
in Northern Nigeria (Adesoji, 2021; 
Ibrahim & Azeez, 2018). For example, 
before the 2015 general election, 
insurgents were largely decimated and 
Nigerian territory recovered; this feat 
according to Ibrahim and Azeez (2018) 
paved the way for the successful conduct 
of elections in affected states in the 
Northeast. These insurgents have devised 
the strategy of transforming into what is 
today known as bandits to cause 
insecurity in Nigeria (Obioha, 2018). 

In 2014 and 2015, at the peak of the 
2015 election, the number of casualties 
attributed to the group fell dramatically 
(Abdullahi, 2019). The Nigerian military, 
with collaborations from neighbouring 
African countries like Chad, Niger, Benin, 
and Cameroon has pushed Boko Haram 
insurgents out of several states in 
northeastern Nigeria (Adesoji, 2021). In 
February 2018, the trend of their 
onslaught increased as more than one 
hundred students were kidnapped by a 
faction of Boko Haram known as Islamic 
State West Africa (Abdullahi, 2019; 
Agbaje, 2018; Ali, 2019). Similarly, the 
insurgency has been primarily 

predominant in the Muslim north, 
particularly in Borno state, but got 
escalated in June 2018, when the 
Nigerian army announced that two 
thousand people have been displaced 
internally as a result of insurgents that 
now operate with the tactics of bandits 
(Abdullahi, 2019; Agbaje, 2018). It was 
estimated that in this current 
administration, the insurgency has 
affected some 14.8 million men, women, 
and children (Presidential North East 
Initiative, 2019). The cause of this 
increasing trend in insurgency was a 
result of the disguise by most Boko-
Haram insurgents as bandits; it was easy 
to make more money in the forms of 
bandits than ideological Boko-Haram 
insurgents (Barfield, 2016; Robert & 
Melissa, 2016) 

The continued negotiations between 
agents of government and insurgents are 
also another factor that has contributed 
to the upsurge of insurgents in Nigeria 
(Ojakorotu, 2010). It is a fact that the 
more insurgents negotiate with the 
government, the higher their involvement 
in criminal attacks on the Nigerian state. 
Although negotiation is a tool available 
for the government to end violence 
between it and the insurgents, in the 
Nigerian case, it has contributed to the 
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surge of insurgents across Nigeria (Odo, 
2015). For instance, despite the continual 
negotiations with them, there are still 
cases of re-emergence of insurgents and 
militants terrorizing the Nigerian state. 
The case of the Niger-Delta Avengers in 
the Niger Delta region affirmed the fact 
that negotiation with insurgents would 
only encourage others to join the 
bandwagon. Negotiations with militants 
like Askari Dokubo, Tom Ateke, Tompolo, 
and others by the government, which 
have unduly enriched these militant 
leaders at the expense of their other gang 
members, are the cause of the unending 
cases of oil theft and damage to oil and 
gas pipelines in the Niger-Delta region 
(Ojakorotu, 2010; Ojakorotu et al., 2018). 

Payment of ransom to these criminal 
elements called insurgents is another 
reason for their upsurge in the country 
(Ani & Chukwu, 2014). It is a fact that 
insurgency that is laced with the strategy 
of kidnapping for ransom is the cause of 
why Nigeria is currently suffering from 
insecurity. Lots of insurgents, that now 
adopt the strategy of bandits, have been 
illegally rich through ransom from the 
affected people or families (Onuoha, 
2020; Oyewole, 2013). Observation and 
evidence from abductees have shown 
that the Nigerian government and 

families of affected persons pay the 
ransom even though the government has 
continually denied paying the insurgents 
ransom (Abdullahi, 2019; Onuoha, 2020). 
It was revealed that Nigerians paid 
N653.7 million ($1.2 million) as ransom 
in Nigeria between July 2021 and June 
2022 (Oguntola, 2022). Specifically, it 
was reported on 25 July 2022 that eight 
Nigerian hostages of the train kidnapping 
in Kaduna parted with N100 million each, 
while a Pakistani hostage paid N200 
million (Baily, 2022; Oguntola, 2022). It 
has constituted the basis for the upsurge 
of insurgents in Nigeria as they are 
emboldened day by day to carry on with 
insurgency through an act of terrorism as 
ransom is paid to them (Onuoha, 2020). 

Uncontrolled or ungoverned extraction or 
mining sites are a significant motivation 
for the upsurge of insurgents in Nigeria 
(Agunyai et al., 2022; Oguntola, 2022). 
Nigeria has so many uncontrolled sites or 
communities where natural resources are 
extracted. These sites are spread across 
most rural areas in Nigeria, making them 
largely inaccessible to security forces to 
control or check against criminal 
activities in remote deserts (Abdullahi, 
2019; Baily, 2022). States like Zamfara, 
Osun, Taraba, Niger, and Plateau have 
largely been affected by the clash 
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between the state security and insurgents 
over the illegal extraction of gold, 
mercury, e Ruby, Topaz, and sapphire, 
among others (Dakiya, 2013). As a result 
of the flagrant inability of the Nigerian 
state to provide adequate security in 
these host communities, insurgents find 
these communities very easy to forcefully 
occupy to loot and steal their natural 
resources (Agunyai et al., 2022). The 
criminal activities of these insurgents in 
mining sites or oil communities have not 
crippled legitimate mining and extraction 
of natural resources, thus contributing to 
Nigeria‟s low production capacity. 

The recurrent cases of jailbreaks by 
insurgents in Nigeria to free their 
members could also be another factor 
exacerbating the upsurge of insurgents in 
Nigeria. Since 2015, there have been 15 
jailbreaks and the escape of over 7,000 
prisoners from Nigerian prisons, with over 
5,000 recorded in just one year – 2020 
(Ezeobi, 2022). The recent attack in Kuje 
prisons saw about 600 inmates, including 
64 sentenced Boko Haram terrorists, 
escaped from the prison (Ezeobi, 2022). It 
brought to the fore the worrisome state 
of concern over the rise of insurgency in 
Nigeria. As they escape from prison, 
because of the hardening nature of 
Nigerian prisons, these escapees often 

return to crime (Agunyai et al., 2019; 
Obioha, 2012; Onyekachi, 2016). This is 
partly because the only place they can be 
welcomed and feel a sense of belonging 
after their escape is by re-uniting with 
the criminal gangs that would warmly 
receive them. This, according to Otu 
(2015), is the bane of recidivism, which is 
partly currently manifested in the forms 
of insurgency in the country. It is 
imperative to note that insurgencies are 
mostly carried out by hardened criminals 
that are highly skilled in the use of 
weapons and bombs. This makes it very 
easy for escapees from prison to quickly 
blend in because they are already 
hardened by conditions in the prison 
(Ezeobi, 2022; Onyekachi, 2016; Otu, 
2015). 

The infiltration of the Nigerian security 
forces with repentant insurgents or 
bandits in terms of recruitment to serve 
as officers in the army, police, prison, civil 
defence, and in other security forces is a 
factor that has largely contributed to the 
upsurge of insurgents in Nigeria. It is 
highly worrisome that the Nigerian 
government would rather give the job to 
repentant Boko-Haram insurgents, who 
have killed lots of Nigerians. The question 
is, who determines the genuineness of 
these repentant insurgents; how is the 
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Nigerian government sure that these 
repentant insurgents would not go back 
to their old ways of life, and how is the 
Nigerian sure that these forgiven 
insurgents would be informants to their 
gangs? All of these questions resonated 
when the insurgents invaded the Kuje 
prison and rescued their men, without 
any resistance from the government. 

Bad governance or governance failure is 
another cause of the rise in the number 
of insurgents in Nigeria. It is a fact that 
successive governments in Nigeria do not 
normally fulfil campaign promises to the 
people. During campaigns, citizens‟ hope 
is raised through unachievable promises 
given by politicians. This might have 
made Agunyai and Ojakorotu (2021) 
conclude that governance failure in terms 
of the inability of the ruling government 
to provide basic services to the people 
often time leads some citizens to crime. 
Importantly, governance crisis or bad 
governance is partly why militants in the 
Niger Delta engage in the insurgency. 
Agunyai and Ojakorotu (2021) specifically 
revealed that there was an increase in 
insurgency and numbers of militants or 
insurgents partly due to bad governance 
that was manifested in the forms of the 
negligence of the plight of the people in 
this region by the government, lack of 

infrastructures, and social services, 
among others. 

The implications of insurgents in the 
extraction of resources in Nigeria are 
enormous, some of which include the 
stealing and looting of natural resources 
and the abduction of oil expatriates. 
Ojakorotu (2010) notes that parts of the 
upsurge of insurgents are militant 
violence or attacks on oil installations 
and equipment used in the course of oil 
extraction activities and disruption in the 
operations of the extraction companies, 
which in the long also threatens Nigeria‟s 
security. It was obvious that the activities 
of insurgents begat corruption and state 
capture, and the scaring of multinational 
companies are prominent in Nigeria. 
Insurgents severely prevent sociopolitical 
institutions established to improve the 
poor conditions of the members of the 
host communities of the multinational oil 
companies in Nigeria from judiciously 
executing their duties (Amusan, 2018). 
One other implication of the onslaught of 
insurgents in Nigeria is the displacement 
of members of host communities and the 
lack of recognition of the members of 
host communities as major stakeholders 
in the extraction of natural resources in 
Nigeria (Engelbrecht & Thomas, 2017). 
Insurgents‟ activities are injurious to the 
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health of members of the community. For 
instance, sporadic bombing and damage 
to oil installations or pipelines could lead 
to health problems. This is consistent 
with findings in Brown and Tari (2015), 
which reveal that oil spills and gas flaring 
are hazardous to human health and could 
lead to many health challenges such as 
cancer, hypertension, eye defects, and 
many other diseases. Incessant 
insurgents‟ attacks create tendencies of 
insecurity in Nigeria. Scientific evidence 
shows that almost all the extraction or 
mining sites in Nigeria have always been 
a place of extreme conflict. The study 
further revealed that some of the reasons 
for the conflicts are the occupation of 
indigenous land by insurgents (Rubin & 
Harrison, 2015). 

Conclusion 
It is an unambiguous fact that the 
upsurge of insurgents and its severe 
implications on the extraction of natural 
resources are enormous but 
surmountable. Nigeria has continually 
suffered from the onslaught of insurgents 
mainly because the government and its 
agents are condoning these insurgents, 
especially those from the Fulani ethnic 
group. This has made the menace thrive 
in Nigeria. Today, Nigeria is largely 
insecure and unsafe for its citizens let 

alone for businesses. It also has a 
significant effect on the extraction of 
resources as the production capacity of 
Nigeria is dwindling due to massive 
attacks on the Nigerian state and its 
resources by insurgents. To eradicate this 
menace, the Nigerian government has a 
major role to play in rescuing the country 
from the criminal activities of insurgents. 
First, the government should follow 
strictly the rule of law in tackling 
insurgents‟ problems and this can be 
done by acting decisively to prosecute 
and give appropriate punishment to those 
caught in the act of insurgency or 
terrorism. The government should desist 
from selective justice in dealing with 
insurgents. This will go a long way in 
addressing the insecurity problem in 
Nigeria. Similarly, the government should 
provide good governance that would 
enhance equity and justice in the 
country. The government should empower 
the security forces with adequate state-
of-the-art military equipment to deal 
decisively with insurgents in Nigeria.  

Finally, there should be fairness, equity, 
and justice in the redistribution of the 
proceeds from the sale of the extracted 
resources. This will help to address the 
recurrent cases of militant activities in 
the Niger Delta region. 
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