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Abstract 
Nation-building is intertwined with certain political agency interactions in conflict-prone 
regions of the world. Within these conflagrations comes the question of legitimacy in 
transition processes. It is more so when the military is the main actor. The military variable in 
these processes, and civilians in the uprisings that led to the fall of the long-term leaders of 
Zimbabwe and Algeria highlight the vulnerability of the state in search of a sustainable 
nation-state. The problem under assessment in this paper is interwoven with the following 
questions: why is the military institution a challenge to democracy or civil rule in both 
countries (by extension Africa)? Could military coups be associated with civilian misrule? 
Could it be a case of poor civilian-military relationship? All these questions remain a sub to 
the question of military legitimacy in Democratic transitions of both countries and by 
extension Africa. The political leaderships in Zimbabwe and Algeria claim to draw their 
political legitimacy from the liberation histories of their countries that make them a 
stakeholder in democratic processes. The establishment of this claim to legitimacy remains a 
question when viewed from the prism of mass engagement in protest and uprisings. The 
conclusion here is that the two countries were similar in terms of their prevailing situations 
and have compromised efforts to legitimize governments in both countries. This paper employs 
the comparative content analysis of the relations between the military and the civilians in the 
two countries. It relies on the qualitative research approach and the desk research 
methodology which are effective in analyzing electronic and non-electronic documentary 
evidence. The paper recommends that the mechanism that guarantees the restriction of the 
military to their traditional assignment of defending the state and dissuading them from 
intruding into politics needs to be instituted in both countries.  
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Introduction 
The relationship between the military, the 
civilian leadership, and the general 
masses in Africa has been going through 
various interesting phases. Soon after the 
independence of many African countries, 
there were widespread coup d‘états to a 
point where coups became fashionable 
and tolerable (Okeke, 2018). While a 
number of military officers assumed 
political power through coups in some 
countries, the politics of some other 
countries that do not have these military 
heads of state are indirectly defined by 
the military generals. There was also a 
time when the one-party system was 
prevalent, with political leaders from 
liberation movements like Ghana, 
Tanzania, Zambia, and Zimbabwe taking 
pride in practising the one-party system. 
However, the decade of the 1990s came 
with an increase in democratisation and 
‗multi-partyism‘. There was hope that the 
influence of the dictators would be 
restrained while the military would stay 
in the barracks. When, finally, the power 
of the masses seemed overwhelming, the 
generals abandoned the autocratic 
leaders and joined, or attempted to join 
forces with the masses.  
 
The military generals in Zimbabwe had 
usurped power from Mugabe and his 

loyalists in the Zimbabwe African 
National Union-Patriotic Front (ZANU–PF) 
and, hence, used the demonstration to 
legitimise their actions. The military 
generals, led by Gaid Salah, in Algeria 
threw their weight behind the uprising 
masses in a move that aimed to give the 
military the required vote in the post-
uprising political and security set-up. The 
problem under assessment is interwoven 
with the following questions: why is the 
military institution a challenge to 
democracy or civil rule in both countries 
(by extension Africa)? Could a military 
coup be associated with civilian misrule? 
Could it be a case of poor civilian-
military relationship? All these questions 
remain a sub to the question of military 
legitimacy in Democratic transitions of 
both countries and by extension Africa. 
The political leadership in Zimbabwe and 
Algeria claim to draw their political 
legitimacy from the liberation histories of 
their countries that make them a 
stakeholder in democratic processes. The 
extent of this military legitimacy in the 
democratic transitions of the two 
countries is tested in this paper.  
 
Theory, method and significance 
A number of approaches exist but 
conservative realism seems to capture 
Zimbabwean and Algerian issues as it 
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connects with political order. As Asuelime 
had argued, Huntington's (1957) model of 
conservative realism in politics remains 
apt in understanding the phenomenon of 
civil-military relations in Zimbabwe and I 
can add Algeria as well. It is 
disheartening that the military interferes 
with the democratic transition to sustain 
political order in African countries 
(Asuelime, 2021). The model argues that 
the military‘s role needs to be 
autonomously professional. It is this 
yardstick that determines how we 
measure the success and failure of the 
military in the transitional 
democratization processes (Huntington, 
1957). The model, while discussing the 
modernization of developing countries, a 
bracket that encapsulates Zimbabwe and 
Algeria, emphasizes the priority of 
political order over democracy (Hung, 
2015). It is from this prism that this work 
contextualizes military intervention and 
influence in the democratic transitions of 
the two countries under study. To do this, 
the paper relies on the qualitative 
research approach and on the desk 
research methodology, in which 
electronic and non-electronic 
documentary evidence is analysed. Based 
on the observation of the events in 
Zimbabwe and Algeria, this paper also 
underscores the argument for the 

political-order imperative against 
democratic ideals.   
 
A previous study had been done by 
Asuelime (2021) wherein Zimbabwe and 
Sudan were compared. The significance of 
this work, therefore, is based on the fact 
that the Sudan variable is replaced with 
Algeria and how they navigate their 
redefinition of security priorities in a 
complex nation-building effort. To 
proceed, therefore, it becomes expedient 
to historicise the Zimbabwean and 
Algerian coup and its nexus with the 
mass march in the country. 
 
The Zimbabwean coup and the masses 
march 
The lofty positions of the top military 
officers in the military in both Zimbabwe 
and Algeria gave them access to various 
benefits. By the nature of their position 
as generals, their ranks are associated 
with esteem, which comes with financial 
and social benefits to match the social 
perception of the ranks. The perks in 
Zimbabwe come with all-terrain issue 
vehicles, commensurate fuel, and other 
monetary allowances. It has also been 
alleged that the higher rank of the 
Zimbabwean military gave the generals 
access to ‗rent fees‘ in the national 
mineral wealth, particularly the Marange 

https://doi.org/10.53836/ijia/2022/23/3/0012


 
ikenga  Vol. 23, No.3, September 2022 

 L.E. Asuelime, R.A. Asuelime,                           https://doi.org/10.53836/ijia/2022/23/3/002 4  

  

Diamonds and other mineral dealings, 
since the year 2000 (Shumba, 2018). 
Some generals, due to their positions 
were mentioned as having benefitted 
from the resources of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo‘s (DRC) minerals which 
were at conflict and other deals after 
Zimbabwe joined the conflict with the 
aim of propping up Laurent Kabila‘s 
government under the code name 
Operation Sovereign Legitimacy (OSLEG) 
(Global Witness, 2002; Samset, 2002). 
They were such a revered group, to the 
extent that the ouster of Robert Mugabe 
was instigated by them as various 
scholars and commentators added their 
voices in the criticism of Robert Mugabe. 
For instance, Asuelime (2018) calls it a 
coup and yet the Zimbabwean High Court 
ruled in 2017 that the actions of the 
military in November 2017 were 
constitutional and, hence, could not be 
classified as a coup (Zimbabwe Legal 
Information Institute, 2017) 
 
A national demonstration against 
Mugabe was organised, with placards 
that explicitly called for Mugabe to resign 
and praised the actions of the military, on 
the other hand, especially the then 
Commander of the Defence Forces (CDF), 
General Constantino Guveya Chiwenga. 
The demonstrators were to come from 

across the country and assemble in 
Harare. There was intense euphoria that a 
considerable part of the crowd were not 
ZANU-PF supporters. Known anti-ZANU-
PF activists at the time and leaders of 
opposition political parties, like Nelson 
Chamisa and Joice Mujuru attended the 
march and even endorsed the military 
intervention.  
 
It was not a tough task to mobilise the 
opposition ranks and supporters. The 
allies of the military, the leadership of the 
Zimbabwe National Liberation War 
Veterans Association (ZNLWVA) had 
created a form of alliance with the 
opposition during the days when they 
were hounded out of ZANU-PF and 
arraigned before the courts for 
challenging Mugabe (Chiripasi, 2016). The 
opposition was also clouded by euphoria 
for the fall of Mugabe, having been the 
personification of their struggle since the 
birth of the MDC in September 1999. The 
MDC might have also been clouded by 
the mentality that having been in an 
alliance with the members of the 
ZNLWVA, who had been hounded out of 
ZANU-PF and were arrested on flimsy 
charges for supporting Mnangagwa, 
meant that there were chances for a 
unified government, mirroring the 2009 
Government of National Unity (GNU) 
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between Mugabe, Tsvangirai, and 
Mutambara., This may also imply that in 
the case of a failed unity government, 
Mnangagwa would be a cheaper 
opponent than Mugabe (Mashava, 2018). 
Due to these miscalculations, the political 
parties in the opposition and their 
supporters came in great numbers, as did 
ZANU-PF members who had longed to 
see Mugabe replaced. The demonstration 
against Mugabe was, therefore, highly 
subscribed to.  
 
The military used the march to prove to 
Mugabe that the people no longer 
supported him, hence, he had to step 
down. In extension, the crowds were used 
to signal a threat of military invasion to 
Mugabe‘s government, showing that they 
could overrun him and his family (Jones, 
2017). Given that Mugabe had said that 
if ZANU-PF or the people were to ask him 
to retire, he would leave power (Ndlovu, 
2017), the march was, therefore, meant 
to impart a double legitimacy: One, that 
the people no longer wanted Mugabe 
which implies that the military was only 
pursuing the demand of the majority of 
Zimbabweans. Secondly, it was meant to 
show any regional leaders who might 
have believed in Mugabe that 
Zimbabweans no longer wanted him, 
hence, any external support for him 

would be supporting an illegitimate 
leader. Also, with pro-Mugabe legislators 
having moved into exile and others 
cowed down, and the opposition having 
shown its collaboration, the pro-military 
faction in ZANU-PF recalled initiated 
impeachment proceedings in parliament 
against Mugabe (International Crisis 
Group, 2017). The military and the pro-
military faction in ZANU-PF had the 
numbers even before the impeachment 
proceedings had gained traction. 
Mugabe‘s resignation letter to the 
speaker of parliament was read to the 
joint seating of the lower and upper 
houses at the Rainbow Towers Hotel in 
Harare (Thornycroftet al., 2017).  
 
What is important to note in the 
Zimbabwean case is that all the other 
actions that took place or were allowed 
to take place by the military were after 
the coup. The actions by the military were 
unconstitutional, given that Article 213 
of the Zimbabwean constitution explicitly 
states that the military can only be 
deployed by the President, who is the 
Commander-in-Chief of the defence 
forces. Hence the military could not 
constitutionally deploy itself. Like in any 
other coup, the justification of the 
military intervention was that there was 
a need to uphold national interests, 
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protect the people and the law, and 
create conducive grounds for socio-
economic development. Likewise, the 
unmentioned drives which were the 
personal interest of the generals and their 
allies within and outside of ZANU-PF, 
especially as shown by the 
correspondences between the parties 
during the active military deployment 
days, were also a resemblance of the 
general undeclared drives of coup leaders 
across Africa (Tendi, 2020). The military 
intervention could, therefore, be seen as 
an exercise in the position and personal 
preservation of the military elites. It also 
served as the creation of a new alliance 
between ZANU-PF political elites and the 
military which could guarantee the 
military a stake in national politics, 
especially in an era where there had been 
heightened tension between national 
security departments (Tendi, 2016; Moyo, 
2019). This new pact could be seen as the 
new open entrance of the military into 
national politics, having played part from 
behind the scenes since the turn of the 
millennium, and only outshooting when 
there was a serious threat to the 
hegemony of ZANU-PF in 2008 
(Masunungure, 2009).  
 
 

Hijacking the uprising: military generals 
and uprisings in Algeria 
In Algeria, the Army‘s Chief of Staff, 
General Ahmad Gaid Salah, announced on 
26 March 2019, that the provisions of the 
Algerian constitution on retiring an 
incapacitated president would be applied 
to President Abdelaziz Bouteflika 
(Ghanmi, 2019). Bouteflika resigned on 2 
April 2019 in response to the pressure 
from the military and an uprising that 
had started some two months back 
against the announcement that 
Bouteflika intended to stand for a fifth 
term despite medical incapacitation 
(Nossiter, 2019a). Bouteflika had presided 
over Algeria since 1999 when he was 
called by the military to take over power. 
He had been a member of the political 
elites who derived their claim to power 
and legitimacy from the Algerian struggle 
for independence from France, which 
brought national independence in 1962. 
However, he had been left out in 1979, 
only to be recalled when the military felt 
that he was the right man for the job. 
Especially given that the country was 
emerging from a decade of conflict 
between government forces and the 
Islamists, as a result of the cancellation 
of the 1991/1992 elections, in which the  
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Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) opposition 
party was poised to win (Addi, 2001).  
 
Bouteflika was credited with having 
brought peace to the country. He 
negotiated a peace settlement with the 
opposition Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
and instituted amnesty for all those who 
might have committed atrocities in what 
was later termed the black decade in 
Algerian history (Boubekeur, 2011). 
However, his fallout with the military 
might have been conceived when he 
initiated changes that sought to limit the 
influence of the military in national 
politics and concentrate the political 
power on the presidency.  
 
Since the attainment of independence in 
1962, the Algerian military had been the 
power behind the presidency (Henneberg, 
2019. The first president, Ahmed Ben 
Bella, came to power with the support of 
the military. Since independence, the 
presidency had been occupied by a man 
from the military, through a coup or a 
military imposition (Davis, 2019). The 
struggle between civilian authority and 
the military had begun during the 
liberation struggle period and the military 
had always had its way (Davis, 2019; 
Addi, 2001). The rallying call for the 
protesters, therefore, was a call to return 

to the true principles of the independence 
revolution and they used the pictures of 
the civilian leadership of the revolution, 
like AbaneRamdane (Davis, 2019), as 
unifying figures of the protest and a 
connection for the independence 
revolution and the 2019 uprising.  
 
Having been imposed by the military, 
Bouteflika sought to change the power 
structures of the state. Bouteflika had 
been a member of the establishment 
since the days of the struggle for 
independence. He was sent clandestinely 
to France in 1961 to negotiate an 
independence deal that would give the 
military the necessary powers in 
governance while also being accepted by 
the civilians (Mortimer, 2006). Upon the 
attainment of independence, he was 
appointed Minister of Youth and Sport in 
1962 and Minister of Foreign Affairs from 
1963 to 1979, after which he fell out of 
government due to power struggles for 
the presidency (Tlemcani, 2008).  
 
With such a history, Bouteflika knew the 
system very well and appreciated the 
powers of the military in Algerian politics.  
While the military took him in as one of 
their own, who knew the power 
demarcations of his office and the 
military, Bouteflika had plans of his own. 
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He sought to be a power-wielding 
president and not a face of the regime 
whose power resided with the military 
generals. In 2015 he fired the head of the 
Department of Intelligence and Security 
(DRS), General Mohamed Mediene, who 
had helped him secure his electoral 
victory (Serrano, 2019). He went on to 
dissolve the DRS in 2016 and established 
a new intelligence agency, the 
Department of Surveillance and Security 
(DSS) which reported directly to him 
(Nield, 2016).   
 
Since the attainment of independence, 
the military has established itself as the 
legitimate embodiment of political power 
in Algeria (Henneberg, 2019; Tlemcani, 
2008). The military had always had an 
influence on who would become the 
president. It would also ensure that the 
presidency remained a façade of political 
power, whose real residence was the DRS 
and the Ministry of Defence. In the case 
of any president who challenged the 
authority of the military or when an 
opportunity risked the military losing its 
dominance, as was the case in the 
December 1991 elections which had been 
won by the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), 
the military intervened to restore its 
dominance. Hence, Ahmed Ben Bella (in 
1965), Chadli Benjedid (in 1992), and 

Liamine Zeroual (in 1999) were deposed, 
Boudiafin 1992 was assassinated by the 
military and the 1991 victory of the FIS 
was annulled by the military in what 
could still be read as a coup (Mortimer, 
2006). These events carried on with little 
questioning from the people, except for 
the 1991 annulment of the elections, 
which led to a decade of unrest and war 
between the government and Islamists.  
 
In the early years of independence, the 
doctrine of the legitimacy of the military 
in politics was easily acceptable due to 
the experience of the liberation struggle 
in which soldiers who had sacrificed their 
lives for the liberation of the country 
were martyrs for the nation. Such 
martyrdom now resides with the living 
soldiers (Tlemcani, 2008). However, with 
the increase in the segment of the 
population that did not experience 
colonialism and the liberation struggle, 
the historical claims to legitimacy began 
to wane. The youthful generation, while 
recognising the military as a legitimate 
institution for the defence of the state, 
could not agree with the military 
controlling political power and the use of 
them during elections as rubber-stampers 
of their decided candidate (Davis, 2019). 
It was demographic changes that 
influenced sustained demonstrations 
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against the later political and military 
leadership, especially the uprising that 
toppled Bouteflika.  
 
The Algerian government had some 
similarities to the Zimbabwean scenario, 
in terms of the power struggles between 
the military and civilian governments. The 
military hierarchy was driven by 
ideological and personal interests to 
maintain their roles as those who control 
the political power of the nation and the 
embodiment of the struggle. Hence, when 
the opportunity presented itself to the 
generals in Algeria to push out the 
president, who had been working to 
whittle down their powers and reclaim 
their seat on the table of apportioning 
power, coupled with the weakness of old 
age which could be capitalised upon by 
opposition movements, they readily 
moved in and forced the president to 
resign.  
 
The military began its manoeuvres to 
depose Bouteflika in 2007. There was also 
an attempted assassination in Batna in 
2007, which is alleged to have been 
masterminded by the DRS (Boubekeur, 
2011). These attempts had been driven by 
the fact that Bouteflika had come up 
with reforms that sought to some degree 
whittle down the power of the military in 

their influence over political issues (Nield, 
2016). Bouteflika had made his intentions 
clear that he wanted all the powers of 
the president to be in his office and 
during his first and second terms of 
presidency he made moves to weaken the 
influence of the military and the 
intelligence services (Tlemcani, 2008). 
Hence, when the military was presented 
with an opportunity to depose him, it 
grabbed it even when it came from the 
unlikely source of the civilians who also 
wanted to see the military out of politics.  
 
General Salah acted as if he was in 
support of the protesters and acceded to 
some of their demands that did not 
threaten his and the military‘s positions 
of control in the power contestations. He, 
therefore, followed it up by pushing out 
the president, retiring the former 
president‘s close allies and also arresting 
some of them (Saleh, 2019), including 
Said Bouteflika, a brother to the former 
president, and former heads of 
intelligence organisations (DRS and DSS), 
Mohamed Mediene and BachirAthmane, 
and Tartag, on corruption charges 
(Ghanem, 2019; Al-Jazeera News, 2019). 
However, he did not accede to the 
demands of dismantling the whole 
authoritarian-military complex system as 
called for by the protesters or making the 
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way for the establishment of popular 
democracy.  
 
The general, while having used a 
constitutional argument to force 
Bouteflika to resign, went on to ignore 
the constitutional provision that an 
interim president who would take over 
from an incapacitated president should 
have a maximum of sixty days in office 
upon which elections should be held and 
a new president elected. General Salah 
whom protesters acknowledged as the 
shadow president behind the face of 
interim president, Abdelkader Bensalah, 
wanted elections only for the president,  
who could be controlled by the military. 
However, this was rejected by the 
protesters who called for the dismantling 
of the whole political system.  
 
The military leadership finally got its way 
as they managed to hold the presidential 
elections in December 2019, which were 
won by Abdelmadjid Tebboune. Tebboune 
is not a new figure in the regime. He was 
a member of the establishment, having 
served in various government posts such 
as the Prime Minister in 2017 (Nossiter, 
2019b)He was favoured by the military 
(Burke, 2019). The choice of Tebboune by 
the military was clear. The greatest threat 
that could be posed to the military in 

Algeria was being pushed back into the 
barracks and having little say in political 
affairs. Tebboune would be seen as an 
assurance to the military and he readily 
showed that he would respect the 
establishment when, in his first address 
to the military‘s command, he praised the 
military for saving the country from 
collapsing during the protests (Ghanmi, 
2020). He also attempted to placate the 
demonstrators by glorifying their protest 
as, ―civilised‖ and ―blessed‖ (Ghanmi, 
2020). However, that speech did little to 
cover up who he served, given that 
protesters clearly noted that he was a 
president from and for the generals.  

 
The generals in Algeria would do anything 
to protect their political power so as to 
maintain their historical hegemony and 
achieve their ideological as well as 
personal interests. Ideologically and 
historically the Algerian military had 
established itself as the guarantor of the 
independence, peace, and stability of the 
Algerian nation-state. This role had been 
assumed through the execution of the 
liberation struggle and also cemented 
during the dark decade when the military 
battled the Islamists, who had threatened 
to take over political power. However, 
this role is not an end in itself. It is a 
legitimising role which allows the 
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military generals and the institution, in 
general, to claim direct and personal 
benefits and hence personal interests.   
 
In relation to personal interests, Ghanem 
(2019) states that ―the military‘s interest 
in staying in power is higher than leaving 
its direct involvement. Officers enjoy 
benefits that range from high salaries and 
housing — to access to rare consumer 
goods.‖ Zoubir (2020) notes that ―Algeria 
is a rich country. It has huge natural gas 
reserves and is the sixth-largest gas 
exporter in the world. It also globally 
ranks 16th in proven oil reserves and 
third in shale gas reserves. But this 
wealth is controlled by the regime and 
the oligarchs, who benefit from 
government contracts.‖ The military 
generals dominated the regime and only 
business personnel connected to them 
could also benefit. Hence, the military, as 
in other countries, had developed huge 
institutional and personal business 
interests whose sustenance would only be 
guaranteed by their continued influence 
on politics.  
 
Comparative analysis and discussion 
The cases of military actions in the 
country show an interesting adaptation 
to socio-political events by the military 
generals in their attempts to maintain 

the status quo. However, what could be 
discerned from the three cases was that 
the adaptation was temporal to give the 
generals the room to take control of the 
situations, redirect the events, and retake 
political power. There are some similar 
trends which could be seen in almost all 
the cases.  
 
First, there had been prior mistrust and 
tussles for power between the generals 
and political autocrats. In Zimbabwe, as 
noted, there had been a sustained tussle 
between the military generals and 
Mugabe since the rise of the president‘s 
wife into politics. There had been fears 
that Grace Mugabe had been prepared for 
the presidency with the support of the 
G40 Faction within ZANU-PF, a fear 
which was cemented when Mugabe fired 
the military‘s choice for successor and 
the Vice President, Emmerson 
Mnangagwa. Mugabe had, in a number of 
cases, rebuffed the military by telling 
them that since the beginning of the 
liberation struggle, politics (civilians) 
have always led the gun 
(soldiers/guerrillas). In Algeria, Bouteflika, 
who had come to power knowing fully 
well the political set-up between the 
presidency and the generals, attempted 
to overturn the power matrix. He put into 
action his open declaration that he was 
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not going to be a three-quarter president 
by expropriating power from the generals 
to his office. Bouteflika was also accused 
of having wanted to anoint his brother, 
Said Bouteflika, for the presidency. This 
was against the established tradition that 
a president should be the choice of the 
powerful generals from the Ministry of 
Defence. Such events meant that the 
generals wanted to see the president out 
but did not see the opportunity until the 
protest action.  
 
Second, there had been competition for 
influence and recognition within the 
security arm, specifically the army and 
the intelligence arms in all the countries, 
with Sudan recognising the RSF, which 
was a militia group, as a unit of the 
security sector. This competition could 
have been driven by ambitions to 
influence the next presidential candidate. 
In Zimbabwe, the competition was subtle. 
It advanced with the growth of open 
factionalism within ZANU-PF; hence, 
Tendi (2016) notes that in the run-up to 
the 2014 ZANU-PF congress, the civilian 
Central Intelligence Organisation 
leadership tilted towards the former Vice 
President, Joice Mujuru, while the 
military (Military Intelligence) supported 
Emmerson Mnangangwa. In Algeria, the 
DRS, controlled by General Mediene, was 

the most powerful security unit with 
much influence over who would be 
president. This influence was loathed by 
the army and the Chief of Staff. General 
Gaid Salah influenced the forced 
retirement of Mediene and the re-
ordering of the intelligence services, 
which made him the most influential 
general. He supplanted the influence of 
the intelligence agencies with that of the 
military in politics (Bendaoudi, 2018; 
Allilou, 2014).  
 
Third, the military in Zimbabwe and 
Algeria derived their political legitimacy 
from their role in their liberation 
struggles. The political leaders who rose 
to the presidency had come out of the 
liberation struggles. In Zimbabwe, the 
famous statements that were uttered by 
the generals were that, ―the office of the 
President was a strait jacket,‖ (Tendi, 
2008) and that the military generals and 
veterans of the liberation struggle were 
the stockholders of the country (Mugabe, 
2016). In Algeria,  those who called for 
the military‘s withdrawal from politics 
were tagged by General Gaid Salah as 
traitors who were poisoned by malice 
from the enemies of Algeria and its 
popular army (Saleh, 2019).  
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Finally, in both cases, the junior rank and 
file of the military sympathised with the 
cause of the civilians. In Zimbabwe, this 
was difficult to measure given that the 
demonstrations took place after the coup. 
Also, in all the cases, the civilians who 
had mistrusted the military for a long 
time developed a sense that, at last, they 
could outsmart the generals and use 
them for disengagement in politics. In 
both cases, the civilians were outsmarted 
by the generals who subtly retained the 
political power. 
 
Conclusion 
This paper provides an analysis on the 
reason why military generals sided with 
the masses against the long-time rulers 
whose term they had sustained for long. 
This is done predominantly using cases 
from Zimbabwe and Algeria. The paper, 
therefore, uses content analysis to come 
up with conclusions and argues that the 
alliance between the military generals 
and the civilians in the ouster of long-
time rulers in the countries shows that it 
was an alliance of convenience, with the 
generals seeking legitimisation for their 
actions through the support of the 
citizens while at the same time being 
driven by their need to maintain their 
political influence. In all the cases, there 
is evidence that the longer the leaders 

stayed in power the more they became 
alienated from the security sectors which 
guaranteed their power.  
 
In the end, the generals did not only 
maintain the status quo but also retained 
political power which is what they had 
always wished for. In Zimbabwe, the 
military took over a number of influential 
posts in the post-coup ZANU-PF, which 
included the posts of the first vice 
president and that of the political 
commissar. In the government, the 
military secured many other influential 
posts. The military managed to regain 
control of the system. As was the norm, 
the candidate who won the election in 
December 2019 was the military‘s choice 
and a man who had come from within 
the system. Within these episodes, the 
military generals claimed to be legitimate 
and to have enjoyed international and 
domestic acceptability. However, with 
protests and uprisings in these countries, 
it is clear that their claim to legitimacy 
based on their contributions to 
independence struggles remains 
unfounded. One of the reasons is that it 
continues to remain clear that the 
involvement of military generals was 
driven by self-interest and self-
preservation in the schemes of state 
governance. A deep mistrust among 

https://doi.org/10.53836/ijia/2022/23/3/0012


 
ikenga  Vol. 23, No.3, September 2022 

 L.E. Asuelime, R.A. Asuelime,                           https://doi.org/10.53836/ijia/2022/23/3/002 14  

  

political elites towards their military 
generals as well as between the generals 

and their junior officers cast doubt on 
their claims to legitimacy.  
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